
 

 

THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 

HILLSBOROUGH, NORTH, SS. SUPERIOR COURT 

 

 

JOHN M. FORMELLA, ATTORNEY GENERAL 

 

v. 

 

DAVID VAN TASSELL 

 

Docket No. 216-2023-CV-00730 

 

MOTION TO ENTER CONSENT DECREE  

 

 NOW COMES, Attorney General John M. Formella (the “State”) to ask this Court to 

enter the attached consent decree that has been agreed upon by both parties. The State and 

Defendant, David Van Tassell, have agreed to resolve this matter through the attached consent 

decree. The consent decree permits this Court to enter judgment and impose an injunction and 

other agreed upon remedies. The State asks this Court to adopt the consent decree and enter 

judgment against the defendant. 

In support of this motion the State submits the following: 

1. On November 3, 2023, the State filed a complaint against Defendant alleging that 

he had committed a violation of the Civil Rights Act, RSA 354-B:1, when he left a note 

threatening unlawful use of force with the purpose to coerce or terrorize and was motivated to do 

so by the victim’s race and/or national origin. 

2. On November 15, 2023, this Court issued a preliminary injunction in the matter  

restraining the defendant from, in short, knowingly having direct or indirect contact with any 

victim or approaching within 350 feet of the victim, his home, his family, and the Walmart at 

725 Gold Street, Manchester, NH.  
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3. The State has been engaged in negotiations with Defendant, through his counsel 

in the companion criminal case, Courtney Duffey, about how to address the State’s allegations 

and resolve this matter. On March 21, 2024, the State and the defendant reached an agreement 

memorialized in the attached consent decree. See Attachment A. 

4. Among other things, the consent decree: 

a. Enters a finding that Defendant’s conduct constituted a violation of the 

Civil Rights Act, RSA 354-B:1; 

b. Orders Defendant to pay a $2,000 civil penalty with all but $150 

suspended for a period of eighteen months, conditioned upon compliance 

with the remaining terms of the consent decree; 

c. Orders Defendant to participate in behavior and/or mental health counsel 

and comply with all recommendations within 90 days of entry of the 

consent decree; 

d. Orders Defendant to complete either an implicit bias training or racial 

sensitivity training within 180 days of entry of the consent decree; 

e. Orders Defendant to execute releases that authorize the State to verify 

compliance with paragraphs c and d; 

f. Restrains Defendant from committing future Civil Rights Act violations, 

directly or indirectly, against any person, including the victim; 

g. Restrains Defendant from knowingly coming within 350 feet of the 

victim, the victim’s home, the victim’s family, and the Walmart at 725 

Gold Street, Manchester, NH; and 
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h. Advises the defendant that a knowing violation of the consent decree’s 

terms is a class A misdemeanor and could lead to future criminal and civil 

sanctions. 

5. Upon entry of the consent decree copies of the order shall be transferred to the  

Portsmouth Police Department, RSA 354-B:4, III. 

WHEREFORE, the State requests that this Honorable Court: 

(A) Endorse the attached consent decree;  

(B) Cancel the March 25, 2024 final hearing and/or convert the final 

hearing to a hearing on entry of the attached consent decree; and 

(B)  Grant such further relief as may be deemed just and proper. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN M. FORMELLA 

ATTORNEY GENERAL  

 

By his attorney, 

 

 

 /s/ Sean R. Locke 

Sean R. Locke, Bar #265290 

Senior Assistant Attorney General 

Director, Civil Rights Unit 

New Hampshire Department of Justice 

Office of the Attorney General 

33 Capitol Street, Concord, NH  03301-6397  

(603) 271-3650 

March 21, 2024     
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I, Sean R. Locke, hereby certify that a copy of this Motion to Enter Consent Decree has 

been provided to Defendant through this Court’s electronic filing system, First Class mail, and 

electronically through his public defender, Courtney Duffey. 

 

March 14, 2024 /s/ Sean R. Locke     

Sean R. Locke 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment  A 
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