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INTRODUCTION

For many years, the New Hampshire Department of Justice has had the distinction of receiving
the Governor’s selection as the State Administering Agency (SAA) for several federal grant
initiatives. These grant initiatives have been pivotal in the creation of many innovative criminal
justice and victim service projects around the state, which have enhanced the service delivery of
the state’s criminal justice system.

Generally, the grant funding that is received and administered by the Department of Justice to the
State of New Hampshire from the federal government arrives in one of two forms: 1) formula
grants — funding is allocated to each state based on a statistical equation, such as population data
or violent crime statistics; or 2) discretionary grants — funding is successfully secured in a
competitive application process for a specific program area. There is also limited funding
available from state resources to assist service programs for victims of violent crime.

The funding is subgranted to state and local agencies through specific subgrant application
processes at varying times of the year, depending on the purpose, guidelines and conditions of the
federal grant program. A relatively small portion of the funding is retained by the Department of
Justice for administration expenses.

While this document does not contain information on all possible federal grant resources, we
believe that it will be a helpful start in your grant funding research. Please feel free to contact the
staff in the Grants Management Unit if you have any questions concerning the material contained
in this document.



MISSION STATEMENT

The Grants Management Unit of the Department of Justice exists to make a difference in the
lives of the citizens of New Hampshire by ensuring the proper use of federal funds for
criminal justice purposes. The Grants Management Unit does this through:

Professional administration of grant resources;

Adherence to all underlying federal and state requirements;

Coordination of federal criminal justice resources available to the state; and
Efficient service and assistance.



BYRNE JUSTICE ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM (JAG)

FY 2014 Funds: $1,106,573
FY 2015 Funds: $995,556

FY 2016 Funds: $1,068,318
2015 SORNA Funds: $56,992
2016 SORNA Funds: $61,195

The Byrne Justice Assistance Grant Program is authorized by Title | of the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968, 42 U.S.C. 3711 et seq., as amended. The U.S.
Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Assistance is designated to
administer this grant to the states. The Governor has designated the Department of Justice to
administer this program for the State of New Hampshire.

The Byrne JAG program is the combination of two previous federal grant programs, the
Edward Byrne Memorial State and Local Law Enforcement Assistance Formula Grant Program
and the Local Law Enforcement Block Grant Program. These programs were combined in the
federal fiscal year 2005 budget to create the Byrne JAG program. Each State’s annual grant
entitlement under the Byrne JAG Program is determined by a modified population-based formula
to the total amount of the appropriation. To receive grant funds, each State must develop a
strategic, multiyear violence prevention and drug control strategy to demonstrate that funds will
be used in accordance with the purposes of the law.

There are six broadly described purpose areas that define the nature and scope of
programs, which might be funded under the Byrne JAG Program. Historically, New Hampshire’s
statewide strategy has concentrated primarily on the following areas: 1) Multi-jurisdictional task
force programs; 2) Juvenile/Community Crime Prevention Programs; 3) Criminal Justice Records
Improvement; 4) Cyber Crime; and 5) Program Evaluations.

The Edward Byrne Memorial Law Enforcement Block Grant Program was the larger of
the two. It was named after a young New York City Police Officer murdered while protecting a
witness in a drug investigation. New Hampshire uses the majority of its Byrne JAG funding to
support the statewide Attorney General’s Drug Task Force, the very purpose for which these
funds were named. The Attorney General’s Drug Task Force is comprised of state, county and
local law enforcement officers working together to improve public safety by reducing the
availability of illegal narcotics. In the course of targeting illegal narcotics, a host of other crimes
arising from the pursuit, acquisition, distribution, and use of illegal narcotics are also reduced.

The principal benefit of the Byrne JAG program is that these funds, like the majority of
the funds managed by this office, benefit the entire state and not just one region. The statewide
Drug Task Force is a program that targets illegal narcotics activities from the Canadian border to
Massachusetts and from Maine to Vermont. While other regions conduct similar activities, the
Drug Task Force is the only organization that combines state, county and local officers, all in the
same organization, working throughout the entire state. The Drug Task Force is the only multi-
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jurisdictional task force in New Hampshire targeting illegal narcotics activities that has the
capability to work anywhere in the state. It is the only organization of its type that is available to
the smallest to the largest of jurisdictions in New Hampshire. It is also the only statewide counter
narcotics agency that provides both interdiction and investigation services, along with providing
counter narcotics training to state, county, and local law enforcement officers who are then
returned to their local agencies to disseminate that knowledge amongst their co-workers. Without
this resource, counter narcotics efforts across New Hampshire would suffer.

The Byrne JAG Program and its predecessor programs have also funded a variety of other
programs, such as: mentoring programs, youth-at-risk crime prevention programs, criminal
history records improvement projects, school resource officer positions, law enforcement related
equipment purchases, juvenile restorative justice efforts, and K9 purchases for the State Prison
and a local jail.

The Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act (SORNA) award is a sub-award of
our annual Byrne JAG allocation. It is a separate award as the federal SORNA required that we
modify our state sex offender statutes to comply with federal statutes. New Hampshire made a
good faith effort at doing so, however not all of our statutes could be adjusted, thus we were
found to be 'out of compliance' with the SORNA statute and faced a 10% reduction in our Byrne
JAG funding. That funding was, through agreement, returned to the State of New Hampshire to
be used for sex offender registry purposes.



VICTIMS OF CRIME ACT - CRIME VICTIMS ASSISTANCE FORMULA GRANT
(VOCA)

FY 2014 Funds: $2,272,174
FY 2015 Funds: $8,440,633
FY 2016 Funds: $9,466,979
FY 2017 Funds: $7,928,710

The Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (VOCA), 34 U.S.C. 20110(e), et seq., as amended,
designated the Office of Victims of Crime (OVC) as the bureau within the Office of Justice
Programs, U.S. Department of Justice to administer this formula grant program to the States. The
Governor has designated the Department of Justice to administer this program to this State.

The funding mechanism for this program is the federal Crime Victims Fund, which is
derived from fines, penalty assessments, and bail forfeitures collected from federal criminal
offenders, not taxpayers. The main objective of this grant program is to support programs
providing direct services to crime victims and, to a limited degree, to provide training for those
persons providing the services. With the exception of 5% of the award, these funds must be spent
in support of direct services to crime victims.

The VOCA grant program identifies sexual assault, domestic violence, and child abuse
core services programs to be given priority. This priority status requires that each of these areas
receives a minimum of ten percent of the total State victims’ assistance award. The New
Hampshire Department of Justice is further required to award ten percent of the total State grant
award to provide services to previously underserved populations of victims of crime. (i.e.,
survivors of homicide victims, DUI/DW!I victims and survivors of those victims, assault, elder
abuse, etc.). Up to 1% of the funds may also be used to support victim assistance training
activities and up to 5% may be used for grant administration and the training combined.

Commonly, in New Hampshire, these grant funds have been awarded to agencies
providing direct services to victims of domestic and sexual abuse, child and adult incest, child and
adult sexual assault and other programs designed to assist victims of violence and trauma. The
Department of Justice has partnered with the New Hampshire Coalition Against Domestic &
Sexual Violence as a conduit agency to fund its thirteen victims services agencies, supporting
victim services through crisis centers and domestic violence shelters throughout the State. The
Department of Justice subgrants funding to other victim services programs including Court
Appointed Special Advocates (CASA), county victim advocates, rural mental health agencies,
and child advocacy centers (CAC’s). VOCA funds also support the Department of
Corrections' Victim Services Program, which provides notification to victims of incarcerated
offenders whenever the offender's status changes, and Victim’s Inc., an agency serving victims of
DUI/DWI and other crimes. In 2016 the Department of Justice provided additional VOCA
subgrants to Catholic Charities, CASA, New Hampshire Legal Assistance and the City of
Rochester to establish new legal assistance programs for Victims of Crime. Training efforts have
been supported with VOCA funding, aiming to improve the quality of services provided by
individuals across all disciplines who work with victims of crime.



VICTIMS OF CRIME ACT- CRIME VICTIMS COMPENSATION GRANT PROGRAM
(VOCA Compensation)

FY 2015 Funds: $223,000
FY 2016 Funds: $179,000
FY 2017 Funds: $155,000

The Victims” Compensation Program in New Hampshire consists of the Victim
Compensation Coordinator, two support staff, and the New Hampshire Victims® Assistance
Commission. The program’s purpose is to help innocent victims of violent crime with expenses
directly relating to crime injuries as authorized under NH RSA 21-M:8-h. The Coordinator
reviews all claims and makes recommendations to the Commission. The Commission, a five-
member board, meets monthly to review applications for compensation and renders a final
decision on all claims. The Commission, nominated by the Attorney General and confirmed by
Governor and Council, consists of at least one physician or licensed nurse with experience in
treating victims of crime, one victim of a crime, one attorney who is experienced in criminal law
and one licensee of the board of mental health practice, with experience in treating victims of
crime.

The Compensation Program helps 1) any person who sustains physical and/or mental
injuries in a felony (misdemeanors were included as of 07/01/97) which occurred in NH on or
after 11/02/89; 2) any person who sustains personal injury as a result of persons driving under the
influence of alcohol or controlled substances in NH on or after 11/02/89; 3) immediate family
members of a homicide victim who was killed on or after 11/02/89 in NH; 4) any person who is a
victim of sexual abuse, which occurred in NH and is under the age of 18 at the time the claim is
filed, regardless of when the crime occurred; 5) any person who is a victim of human trafficking
and has been tattooed with an identifying mark of human trafficking by a person who was forced
him or her into trafficking; and 6) New Hampshire residents injured by any of the above crimes in
a state without a compensation program. Furthermore, the Antiterrorism and Effective Death
Penalty Act of 1996 provides that crimes involving terrorism shall also be included as a
compensable crime.

Compensation includes medical, dental, and mental health counseling expenses; lost
wages; loss of support for the dependents of homicide victims; funeral and burial costs for
homicide victims; relocation expenses for victims of domestic violence; crime scene clean-up for
homicide cases only; reimbursement for clothing and bedding taken as evidence in a sexual
assault; transportation to obtain medical assistance; transportation to meet with Child Advocacy
Center, crime-related interviews, pre-trial, trial, sentencing, post-conviction or appellate
proceedings, hearings for security protective orders and parole; and, security and safety expenses,
such as installation and one-year of monitoring for a security system and new door locks and
windows.



S*T*O*P VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN FORMULA GRANT
(VAWA)

FY 2015 Funds: $1,031,862
FY 2016 Funds: $1,082,654
FY 2017 Funds: $1,075,473

The authorization for the S*T*O*P Violence Against Women Formula Grant Program
(VAWA) comes from the enactment of Title IV of the Violent Crime Control and Law
Enforcement Act of 1994, Pub. L. No. 103-322; the Violence Against Women Act of 2000,
enacted as Division B of the Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000, Pub. L.
No. 106-386; and the STOP Violence Against Women Formula Grant Program Regulations, 34
U.S.C. 8§ 12291(b)(13). The Violence Against Women Grants Office, Office of Justice Programs
administers the program out of the U.S. Department of Justice. The Governor has designated the
Department of Justice to administer this program to the State of New Hampshire.

The objective of this grant is to assist states, Indian tribal governments, and units of local
government to focus on developing and strengthening effective law enforcement and prosecution
strategies to combat violent crimes against women and to develop and strengthen victim services
in cases involving crimes against women. In 2013, Congress added two new purpose areas that
specifically included men, which means that sub-grantees under those purpose areas may have
projects that also involve male victims. States must certify that a minimum of 30 percent of the
total grant award is allocated to victim services, with 10 percent of that dedicated to culturally
specific services; 25 percent to law enforcement; 25 percent to prosecution and 5 percent to the
Courts. The remaining 15 percent is discretionary. There is also a new mandate that 20 percent of
the award must be expended on sexual assault services. Programs under VAWA may support both
direct services and limited prevention activities.

Generally, the State of New Hampshire has awarded VAWA grant funds in three areas.
First, programs have been funded that have led to the creation of specialized domestic violence
and sexual assault units, combining the roles of law enforcement, prosecution and victim services.
In this regard, grant awards have been given to fund prosecutorial positions, victim-witness
advocate positions, investigator positions, and probation/parole officer positions. Second, grant
funds have been awarded to agencies that provide direct services to victims and emergency legal
representation, such as the New Hampshire Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence,
Sexual Assault Support Services and the New Hampshire Bar Association. Third, grant funds
have been expended on programs that provide training and coordination on a statewide basis such
as the Administrative Office of the Courts, where funding is made available to train judges and
court personnel and to help distribute revised domestic violence protocols for the courts.



SEXUAL ASSAULT SERVICES FORMULA GRANT PROGRAM
(SASP)

FY 2015 Funds: $301,033
FY 2016 Funds: $358,107
FY 2017 Funds: $358,068

The Office on Violence Against Women and the US Department of Justice
Reauthorization Act of 2005, 42 U.S.C. § 14043, created the Sexual Assault Services Program
(SASP), which is the first federal funding stream solely dedicated to the provision of direct
intervention and related assistance for victims of sexual assault. The overall purpose of SASP is
to provide intervention, advocacy, accompaniment (e.g., accompanying victims to court, medical
facilities, police departments, etc.), support services, and related assistance for adults, youth and
child victims of sexual assault, family and household members of victims, and those collaterally
affected by the trauma of sexual assault.

New Hampshire has received this grant annually since 2009. As this funding stream is
designed to support non-profit, non-governmental sexual assault crises centers, SASP funds are
awarded to the New Hampshire Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence (NHCADSV).
The NHCADSV is a dual-purpose agency that provides services to both victims of domestic
violence and sexual assault victims. Funds granted to NHCADSYV is, in turn, passed through to
thirteen of their member agency Crisis Centers that will expand and enhance their direct services
to victims of sexual assault. The member agencies under NHCADSV provide direct services to
victims of sexual violence and their non-offending family members. Services provided include,
but are not limited to, 24-hour crisis lines, emergency shelter, transportation, peer support groups,
child care, and criminal justice and social services systems advocacy. Since first receiving these
funds in 2009 NHCADSYV has continually expanded services for victims of sexual assault
statewide.



CHILDREN’S JUSTICE ACT GRANT (CJA)

FY 2015 Funds: $101,663
FY 2016 Funds: $100,621
FY 2017 Funds: $100,317

The Victims of Crime Act of 1984, as amended by the Children’s Justice Act (CJA) and
the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, provides that a certain portion of
funds deposited in the Crime Victims Fund in any fiscal year will be made available to the
Department of Health and Human Services for CJA grants to the States. The Department of
Justice has been designated to serve as fiscal agent for this program.

Grants are to be used to develop, establish and operate programs designed to improve:

1. Handling of child abuse and neglect cases, particularly cases of child sexual abuse and
exploitation, in a manner, which limits additional trauma to the child victim;

2. Handling of suspected cases of child abuse or neglect related fatalities; and

3. Investigation and prosecution of cases of child abuse and neglect particularly those
cases of child sexual abuse and exploitation.

The CJA grant requires each state to maintain a multidisciplinary Task Force whose
purpose is to implement recommendations in the following three categories:

1. Investigative, administrative and judicial handling of cases of child abuse, neglect,
sexual abuse, exploitation and abuse related fatalities;

2. Experimental, model and demonstration programs for testing innovative approaches
and techniques, which may improve the prompt and successful resolution of civil and
criminal court proceedings or enhance the effectiveness of judicial and administrative
action in child abuse cases; and

3. Reform of state laws, ordinances, regulations, protocols and procedures to provide
comprehensive protection for children from abuse.

To meet the criteria of the grant, New Hampshire had to establish a Task Force comprised of
individuals that are involved in the development and implementation of policy within the
following required disciplines: law enforcement, defense, prosecution, civil and criminal court,
medical and mental health, CASA, parent groups, and children with disabilities. In 1989 the
Attorney General’s Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect was created to be that Task Force and
today is comprised of 21 professionals from throughout the state that volunteer their time to
participate on the Task Force.

The first three years of the Task Force were spent evaluating the system's response to child
maltreatment and to developing guidelines to assist professionals. Tireless efforts on the part of
many produced a 600 page, precedent-setting set of protocols entitled: Child Abuse and
Neglect: Protocols for the Identification, Reporting, Investigation, Prosecution and
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Treatment. In April of 1993, the first two-day statewide training conference was presented to a
multidisciplinary audience to introduce the Protocol. It has been revised and updated over the
years.

In 2008 the Task Force rewrote the Protocol to incorporate the Child Advocacy Center model
of handling child abuse and neglect cases. That Protocol, entitled “Child Abuse and Neglect
Protocol, Third Edition, 2008,” was the effort of two years of work by the Task Force to
develop a comprehensive, multidisciplinary protocol. In 2015 the Task Force began work on
updating the protocol. It is anticipated that the protocol will be completed in 2018 and that there
will be substantial training provided to professionals stateside on this latest version.

In addition to the Protocol, the Task Force continues to host an annual conference that offers
advanced training for a variety of disciplines including law enforcement, attorneys, victim
advocates, child protection workers and the judiciary. The Task Force is committed to providing
high quality, low cost training to New Hampshire professionals, by utilizing both national
speakers as well as local presenters on a variety of topics related to the investigation and handling
of child abuse, neglect and exploitation cases.

The Task Force also sponsors multi and discipline-specific daylong training programs for
professionals statewide. These training programs are designed to increase collaboration,
knowledge and skills of the professionals handling these types of cases.

Other projects funded by the Task Force include providing subgrants to agencies handling
child abuse and neglect cases. The Task Force has also created and published brochures and
publications for children and teens as they go through the criminal justice system.

The CJA grant also supports the work of the New Hampshire Child Fatality Review
Committee (CFRC). The CFRC is a multidisciplinary group of professionals from around the
state that review a variety of preventable deaths of children 0-18 and from those reviews make
recommendations for changes to the systems involved. The purpose of each review is to learn
what could have been done differently to prevent this or other similar deaths from occurring.
Reviews are not punitive but are rather collaborative in nature so that system partners can learn
from what happened. Cases are only reviewed at the conclusion of any civil or criminal
proceedings and all case reviews are confidential. The recommendations made by the Committee
are not identified as case specific and are published in the Committee’s biennial report.
Responses from the specific agencies that are charged with implementing each recommendation
are also included in the report.

A portion of the grant goes to support part of a Criminal Justice Program Specialist position
within the Office of Victim/Witness Assistance at the Attorney General’s Office. This position
coordinates all the activities of the grant, including the Task Force and the Child Fatality Review
Committee. The Program Specialist is responsible for implementing the projects and initiatives
identified from both Committees, including organizing trainings and conferences and the
development of protocols and publications. This position creates a centralized place for
stakeholders from various agencies around the state to come and discuss important issues related
to children’s wellbeing in New Hampshire. This position is essential to continue collaborative
efforts in the state and to ensure that the projects identified in the grant are achieved.
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RESIDENTIAL SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND TREATMENT (RSAT)

FY 2015 Funds: $51,068
FY 2016 Funds: $59,284
FY 2017 Funds: $69,121

The Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, Public Law 103-322,
amended Title | of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act (42 U.S.C. 3711, et seq.) by
adding 42 U.S.C. Section 3796 ff — Residential Substance Abuse Treatment for State Prisoners.
The Residential Substance Abuse Treatment Formula Grant Program assists states and units of
local government in developing and implementing residential substance abuse treatment programs
within state and local correctional and detention facilities in which prisoners are incarcerated for a
period of time sufficient to permit substance abuse treatment. The program is administered by the
Bureau of Justice Assistance, Office of Justice Programs, U. S. Department of Justice. The grant
award is made to the state office that is designated to administer the Edward Byrne Memorial
State and Local Law Enforcement Assistance Formula Grant Program, which is the Department
of Justice.

The jail-based programs foster a partnership between correctional staff and the treatment
community to create programs in secure settings that help offenders overcome their substance
problems and prepare for reentry into society. The RSAT program was originally designed to
support treatment and services for those offenders who were incarcerated for a period of no less
than 6 months. That program was designed to be administered over a six-month period and was
intended for those inmates with between 6 and 12 months left on their sentence, so that they could
receive services and be released shortly thereafter, enabling those services to effectively assist in
their reentry. For the most part, the jail-based programs are based on a shorter three- to six-month
period. The intent is to be able to provide these crucial services to a larger target audience by
including those offenders in our jail systems who usually cannot meet the 6 to 12 month
requirement of the original program, but could meet the reduced 3 to 6 month requirement and
still reap great benefit. However, Strafford County continues to maintain a long-term therapeutic
community model that segregates the inmates from general population, fosters fellowship and
teamwork within the community and instills a sense of hope in individuals who continue to
reoffend due to their substance abuse.
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PAUL COVERDELL - NATIONAL FORENSIC SCIENCE IMPROVEMENT ACT
GRANT (Coverdell-NFSI)

FY 2015 Funds: $63,705
FY 2016 Funds: $284,747
FY 2017 Funds: $108,332

The Paul Coverdell Forensic Sciences Improvement Act was created by Public Law 106-
561 on December 21, 2000. It was designed to improve the quality, timeliness, and credibility of
forensic science services for criminal justice purposes, and for other purposes. It received initial
funding when President Bush signed the Omnibus Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2002 on
November 28, 2001, covering the Department of Justice’s programs for Fiscal Year (FY) 2002.

The Coverdell program allows for the funding of:

Laboratory and Computer Equipment
Supplies

Personnel

Facilities

Accreditation and Certification
Education and Training

R

Funding is available to established forensic science laboratories or laboratory systems that
employ one or more full-time scientists or the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner. In order to
qualify, either of those agencies must employ generally accepted practices and procedures and be
either accredited by the American Society of Crime Laboratory Directors-Laboratory
Accreditation Board, the National Association of Medical Examiners, or some other appropriate
board, or they must submit paperwork to become accredited within two years of being funded
under this program.

In preparing for the initial round of grant funding, a comprehensive meeting of forensic
services providers, law enforcement personnel, victim advocates, prosecutors, and others was
convened to determine the best use of these funds. It was determined that the New Hampshire
State Police Forensic Crime Laboratory and the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner would
each receive funding. The State Police Forensic Crime Laboratory was awarded funding to
provide for the cost of the accreditation process application. The Office of the Chief Medical
Examiner was awarded funding for a part time staff position to work on both the accreditation
process and to eliminate case backlogs.

Subsequent funding has been dedicated to both the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
or the New Hampshire State Police Forensic Crime Laboratory to continue those efforts. Funds
dedicated for both agencies have been used to achieve full accreditation and to support and
enhance the delivery of forensic science services in New Hampshire, which has a direct benefit to
the greater law enforcement community and to the citizens of the State of New Hampshire.
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GRANTS TO ENCOURAGE ARREST POLICIES AND ENFORCEMENT OF
PROTECTION ORDERS PROGRAM
(OVW Arrest)

FY 2014 Funds: $ 866,833.00

The Grants to Encourage Arrest Policies and Enforcement of Protection Orders Program
(Arrest Program) recognizes that sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking
are crimes that require the criminal justice system to hold offenders accountable for their actions
through investigation, arrest, and prosecution of violent offenders, and through close judicial
scrutiny and management of offender behavior.

This discretionary grant program is designed to encourage state, local, and tribal
governments; and state, local (including juvenile), and tribal courts to treat sexual assault,
domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking as serious violations of criminal law requiring the
coordinated involvement of the entire criminal justice system and community-based victim
service organizations. The Arrest Program challenges the community to work collaboratively to
identify problems, and share ideas that will result in new responses to ensure victim safety and
offender accountability.

The State of New Hampshire uses these funds to implement a multipart process involving
the New Hampshire Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence and the New Hampshire
Department of Justice. The Department of Justice will support two part time positions; the first
will be the continuation of a part time position tasked with assisting statewide efforts to
implement Sexual Assault Resource Teams (SART). The second will be to hire and maintain a
part time position to support campus related sexual assault training, to include campus related
SART efforts.

The Coalition will uses these funds to support staffing for two part time Sexual Assault

Nurse Examiner (SANE) training positions and to support additional staffing for local Crisis
centers throughout the State.
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JOHN R. JUSTICE GRANT (JRJ)

FY 2015 Funds: $30,137
FY 2016 Funds: $32,338
FY 2017 Funds: $32,804

Congress enacted the John R. Justice Prosecutors and Defenders Incentive Act (hereinafter
referred to as the “Act”), codified at 42 U.S.C. 83797cc-21, and named for the late John Reid
Justice of South Carolina, to encourage qualified attorneys to choose careers as prosecutors and
public defenders and to continue in that service. The John R. Justice (JRJ) Grant Program
provides loan repayment assistance for local, state, and federal public defenders and local and
state prosecutors who commit to continued employment as public defenders and prosecutors for at
least three years. To administer this program, the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) will award
funds to each of the 50 states and the District of Columbia to serve eligible recipients working
within each jurisdiction.

One pressing challenge facing our criminal justice system today is the retention of
qualified prosecutors and public defenders, who serve every day to ensure that our communities
are protected, the rule of law is upheld, and the rights of the citizenry are safeguarded. Both
prosecutor and public defender offices consistently find it difficult to attract and retain talented
attorneys. Driven by educational debt, attorneys interested in public service often forego
opportunities to work in these offices in order to seek more lucrative private sector positions.
Attorney shortages in these offices can result in overworked attorneys handling unmanageable
caseloads, potentially affecting public safety, the administration of justice, and ultimately the
public’s confidence in our justice system.

Student loan debt is consistently cited as the overwhelming reason why attorneys decline
or leave positions as prosecutors and public defenders. The vast majority of law students borrow
to finance their legal education and the rising costs have imposed staggering debt. Furthermore,
public defender and prosecutor salaries have failed to keep pace with the escalating cost of
education. As a result, talented lawyers are often unwilling to accept or remain in attorney
positions as prosecutors or public defenders, creating real challenges for those offices in their
quest to hire and retain capable attorneys.

Funding awarded under this program will be split evenly between prosecutors and public
defenders. Awards are made to qualified attorneys in each category.
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SEXUAL ASSAULT JUSTICE INITIATIVE
(SAJI)

FY 2016 Funds: $399,622

The Sexual Assault Justice Initiative as authorized by 42 U.S.C. §3796hh, et seq.) will
support enhanced community responses to sexual violence with an emphasis on prosecution. This
initiative involves the development and implementation of performance measures that look
beyond just conviction rates and reflect promising practices for prosecuting sexual assault.

The six rural counties partnering on this application hope to participate in the Sexual Assault
Justice Initiative because they value the best practices annunciated in Beyond Conviction Rate:
Measuring Success in Sexual Assault Prosecutions.® Prosecutors seek convictions in these
horrific crimes to provide justice for victims, hold offenders accountable and increase public
safety. However, convictions are not the only measure of success; thus, prosecutors want to
develop a system in New Hampshire that measures the many other factors relating to success. All
New Hampshire prosecutor offices seek to gain the necessary expertise to ensure that (1)
investigations collect all available evidence and (2) that prosecutions consider all legal issues and
to maximize the legal strategies available.

To achieve these goals, the applicants seek (1) AEquitas training for current prosecutors; (2) a
prosecution consultant that will also serve as the project coordinator, (3) a State Police
investigation consultant to assist in implementing best practices in the investigations of adult
sexual assault cases; (4) funds for our rape crisis center partners to attend court hearings with
victims; and (5) funding for the participating counties to develop, and ensure the collection of,
performance measures.
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PRESCRIPTION DRUG MONITORING PROGRAM (PDMP)

FY 2013 Funds: $400,000
FY 2015 Funds: $500,000
FY 2017 Funds: $400,000

The primary purpose of the Harold Rogers Prescription Drug Monitoring Program
(PDMP) is to enhance the capacity of regulatory and public health officials to collect and analyze
controlled substance prescription data and other scheduled chemical products through a
centralized database administered by an authorized state agency. The program was created by the
FY 2002 U.S. Department of Justice Appropriations Act (Public Law 107-77) and has received
funding under each subsequent year’s Appropriations Act.

New Hampshire used this funding to implement, and sustain, a prescription drug
monitoring program that will help us to meet the goals and objectives of this program. New
Hampshire's primary purpose for creating this system will be to help health care providers’ better
meet the needs of their patients. Health care providers will be able to use this system to see if a
patient has been prescribed similar medications by other physicians. Knowing what prescriptions
a patient may have will help the physician determine the medical need for additional medications
or may help in determining a possible dependency issue with the patient.

In June, 2012, then-Governor John Lynch signed the Controlled Substances Act into law,
making New Hampshire the 49" state to implement a prescription drug monitoring program. At
that time, the statutorily formed PDMP Advisory Council was convened and has been meeting
monthly ever since. On October 16, 2014 the PDMP went live through the vendor Health
Information Designs, allowing physicians statewide to access the prescribing histories of their
patients.

17



VIOLENCE PREVENTION THROUGH MEDIA LITERACY EDUCATION (MPY)

FY 2015 State Funds: $50,000
FY 2016 State Funds: $50,000
FY 2017 State Funds: $50,000

The New Hampshire Department of Justice has been working with Media Power Youth, a
501(c)3 based in Manchester, NH to implement a violence prevention program for schools.

Extensive research evidence indicates that exposure to media violence, for children, can
contribute to aggressive behavior, desensitization to violence, nightmares, and fear of being
harmed. Research has demonstrated that media education can help to reduce violent/aggressive
behavior in children and help them develop pro-social behaviors including respect, empathy,
compassion and engagement with peers, family and community.

Media Power Youth provides media literacy for violence prevention in 25% of NH school
districts over the first 24 months of this project. Additionally, the program provides programming
in at least 42 school districts over the length of the grant, with the goal of reaching 21 school
districts in 2013/2014. Media Power Youth targets district representation in all areas of the state,
with a commitment to representation from the southeastern, southwestern, central and northern
regions of New Hampshire. Finally, Media Power Youth will identify model communities
committed to providing a continuum of media literacy for violence prevention from elementary
through high school, as well as parent/community programs.

Through this program, Media Power Youth will offer teacher/professional training in
media literacy and the implementation of the evidence-based Media Literacy for Safe and Healthy
Choices Upper Elementary Curriculum. In select middle and high schools, Media Power Youth
will implement the program Media Power and YOUth: Media Literacy for Violence Prevention.
One of the goals of this project is to provide teachers and professionals with the skills they need
to continue the program after the expiration of the two-year project period.
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STATE FUNDED CHILD ADVOCACY CENTERS (State CAC)

FY 2015 State Funding: $100,000
FY 2016 State Funding: $100,000
FY 2017 State Funding: $100,000

The New Hampshire Department of Justice began a funding project approximately ten
years ago that helped lead to the creation of the current network of Child Advocacy Centers and
has continues to fund those centers today. The State of New Hampshire fiscal year 2014 budget
represents the first time that state funding has been allocated to directly support that Child
Advocacy Center network.

Child Advocacy Centers are designed to be a safe place for child victims of crime to
describe what has happened to them in as comfortable and nurturing an environment as possible.
In the Child Advocacy Center model, a single forensically trained interviewer will speak with the
child victim while investigators, prosecutors and other justice professionals will observe via
closed circuit television. Those viewing the interview are able to provide questions to the
forensic interviewer. This helps limit the number of times the child is interviewed during the
course of the investigation, while still providing the valuable information investigators need to
identify and prosecute potential perpetrators.

The original goal of the New Hampshire Department of Justice was to create a Child
Advocacy Center in each of New Hampshire's ten counties; a goal which, ultimately, was met.
Over time, several of the existing Child Advocacy Centers merged, which led to the creation of
the Granite State Children's Alliance. The Granite State Children's Alliance then grew into an
association of all seven existing Child Advocacy Centers in New Hampshire. Those seven
centers continue to provide services to all ten counties.

While the New Hampshire Department of Justice continues to provide grant funding to
support the operation of the Child Advocacy Centers, this state funding will be used to augment
those resources and to allow the Child Advocacy Centers to identify and increase the use of best
practices in the delivery of services.
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